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would fight out their quarrel, but an accornmod tion was arrived at, and they agreed that the H( lespont should form the boundary between ther Maximin, by his promptitude, had thus material increased his sovereignty, and, at the beginning < 312, the eastern half of the Empire was divide between Licinius and Maximin Daza, while Co stantine ruled in Great Britain, Spain, and Gaul, ar Maxentius was master of Italy and Africa.
Whether or not his position had been recognise by the other Emperors at the conference of Carnu turn, Maxentius had remained in undisturbed posse sion of Italy since the hurried retreat of the invadii army of Galerius, In Africa, indeed, a general nam< Alexander, who, according to Zosimus, was a Phr gian by descent, and timid and advanced in yeai raised the standard of revolt. Maxentius comm sioned one of his lieutenants to attack the usurp and Alexander was captured and strangled. The would have been nothing to distinguish this insi rection from any other, had it not been for the rut less severity with which the African cities we treated by the conqueror. Carthage and Cirta we pillaged and sacked; the countryside was laid des late; many of the leading citizens were execute! still more were reduced to beggary. The ruin Africa was so complete that it excited against Ma entius the public opinion of the Roman world. I had begun his reign, as will be remembered, as t special champion of the Praetorians and of the pri ileges of Rome, but he soon lost his early popularit and rapidly developed into a cruel and bloodthirsf 308, there were no fewer than sevenen,  and children on
